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Fitchburg  State  College 

Spring  activities  offer  a  warm  welcome  back! 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

From  the  entire  staff  of  The  Point  to 
the  entire  student  body,  we  would  like 
to  issue  this  statement:  Welcome  Back! 
Since  returning  to  campus  there  have 
been  non-stop  opportunities  to  get 
involved  and  get  reacquainted  with  the 
campus  and  all  it  has  to  offer. 

On  a  Tuesday  night  in  January  the 
M&M  lounge  turned  into  a  casino  for 
students  and  others  to  enjoy  a  night  of 
high  stakes  gambling  with  "funny 
money."  Admission  was  completely 
free  and  upon  entering  students  were 
given  an  envelop  containing  $50,000  of 
fake  money  that  could  be  converted  to 
chips  for  gambling.  There  were  black- 
jacks tables,  and  other  types  of  enjoy- 
ment, but  the  one  table  that  seemed  to 
get  an  awful  lot  of  attention  was  the 
roulette  table  manned  by  Tulio  Neeman 
and  Christina  Mosca. 

January  29  brought  comic  James 
Mee  to  do  a  Classic  Lunch  in  the  M&M 


lounge  at  noon.  Which 
was  followed  by  a 
Leadership  Forum  film 
showing  of  "All  the 
King's  Men,"  a  movie 
based  on  the  life  of 
Hughie  Long.  Long 
starts  off  an  honest 
politician  who  faces 
corruption  and  violence 
in  his  town  when  he 
runs  for  Treasurer. 
Unfortunately  it  isn't 
until  Long  becomes 
involved  in  his  own 
form  of  corruption  that 
he  begins  to  win  favor 
in  the  poles  and  is  elect- 
ed Governor  of  Louisiana  and  a  United 
States  Senator.  Long's  slogan  "Every 
man  is  a  king"  is  a  widely  known  axiom 
of  his  and  was  tied  to  his  campaign  that 
featured  radical  welfare  proposals  and 
reform. 

February  is  African  American 


FSC  students  win,  thanks  to  a  fabulous  time 
put  on  by  the  programs  committee. 


History  Month  and  the  college  has 
brought  in  many  speakers  from  diverse 
background  and  cultures  to  give  lec- 
tures at  Leadership  Forums.  The  first 
was  Florence  Ladd,  who  appeared  in 
the  Kent  Recital  Hall  on  the  first  at  7 
p.m.     Ladd  is  the  author  of  "Sarah's 
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Dorm  Cats:  An  Urban  Legend 


by  AnneMarie  "the  creepy-crawler" 
Donahue 

This  is  a  really  good  story  to  tell  to 
a  cat  loving  vegetarian! 

It  was  about  fifteen  to  twenty  years 
ago  that  this  happened.  It  was  the  first 
day  that  everyone  could  move  into  their 
dorms  (it  was  also  before  the  time  when 
political  correctness  rared  it's  ugly  head 
and  turned  stewardesses  into  flight- 
attendants  and  dorms  into  residence 
halls,  but  I'm  digressing!).  Lou  Barnes, 
a  freshman,  was  moving  into 
Aubuchon.  Back  in  the  "day", 
Aubuchon  was  a  female  only  residence, 
whoops!  I  mean,  Aubuchon  was  a 
female  only  DORM.  She  was  happy  to 
live  there  because  she  had  saved  up 
enough  money  to  get  a  single  and  was 
smuggling  her  cat  in.  With  no  room- 
mate it  would  be  easy  to  keep 
"whiskers"  without  getting  into  any 
trouble  with  Residence  Living.  She 
had  a  room  on  the  second  floor  and  the 
window  ledge  was  close  enough  so  she 


Sleep  tight! 


could  leave  the  window  open  and  her 
cat  could  get  in  and  out  easily. 
Weeks  went  by  and  Lou  got  into  par- 
tying late  with  the  people  who  lived  in 
apartments  off  campus.  While  she  was 
out  "whiskers"  was  having  the  time  of 
his  life,  he  had  already  made  several 
"expectant-mother  girlfriends"  who 
had  moved  into  Lou's  room,  unbe- 
knowst  to  her  because  of  her  eratic 
schedule.  Lou  would  come  in  late  at 
night  fall  asleep  on  the  bed  get  up  take 


Author  Ladd  to 
Speak  at  FSC 

by:  Presley  Reese 

Writer,  psychologist  and  social  crit- 
ic Florence  Ladd v  discussed 
"Leadership  at  the  Turn  of  the 
Century"  at  Fitchburg  State  College  on 
Feb.  1 .  The  forum,  which  took  place  at 
7  p.m.  in  the  Kent  Recital  Hall  of  the 
Conlon  Building,  was  part  of  the 
"Leadership  in  Action"  speakers 
forum.  The  forum  offers  students  a 
chance  to  hear  a  variety  of  speakers 
from  all  walks  of  life.  Fitchburg  State 
has  been  designated  "The  Leadership 
College"  by  the  Massachusetts  Board 
of  Higher  Education. 

Ladd  is  retired  director  of  Radcliffe 
College's  Bunting  Institute,  a  center  of 
advanced  studies  for  women  scholars, 
artists  and  activists.  She  has  for  many 
years  studied  gender  and  social  issues, 
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News 

ACC  debates  future  of  Political  Science  B.S. 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

"What's  going  to  happen  in  another 
five  years?  Will  these  kids  have  to  be 
able  to  eat  fire?"  This  was  Sean 
Wenzlick's  comment  at  the  ACC 
meeting  on  Feb.  3.  Wenzlick,  presi- 
dent of  the  Student  Government 
Association,  is  one  of  the  three  student 
members  of  All  College  Council, 
which  is  still  in  deliberation  over  the 
now  33  proposals. 

ACC  has  been  working  on  these 
proposals  since  September  1998,  when 
the  original  13  were  handed  down  from 
Fitchburg  State  College  President 
Michael  Riccards.  Upon  receiving  the 
proposals,  ACC  then  split  them 
between  the  Academic  Policies 
Committee  and  the  Curriculum 
Committee.  APC  and  CC  have  since 
met  separately  on  many  occasions  and 
voted  on  almost  all  of  the  proposals 
before  returning  to  report  their  findings 
and  views  on  each  proposal  and  its 
effects  on  the  student  body  at  FSC. 
Since  then  several  more  proposals  have 
been  added  to  the  rapidly  growing 
work  pile  by  President  Riccards  and 
several  other  members  of  this  college 
looking  to  improve  the  academic  rigor 
and  variety  of  FSC. 

Of  the  new  proposals  were  several 


that  dealt  with  the  creation  of  new 
classes.  ACC  #29,  30  &  31  are  spon- 
sored by  the  English  Department  and 
propose  to  create  new  classes  focusing 
on  literature  and  practical  theater  arts. 
ACC  #29,  titled  American  Drama,  will 
provide  a  substitution  for  American 
Literature  II  for  English/Theater 
majors.  This  class  will  focus  on  the 
dramatic  authors  of  American  history, 
beginning  in  the  British  colonies  and 
continuing  into  the  present.  ACC  #30, 
titled  Acting  II,  will  offer  an  advanced 
course  "in  examining  the  art  of  the 
actor."  This  class  will  teach  many  act- 
ing techniques  and  offer  audition  aid. 
ACC  #3 1 ,  Theater  Practicum,  a  course 
designed  to  aid  students  to  understand 
performance  art  by  "successfully  play- 
ing a  role  in  a  main  stage  production  on 
campus."  All  of  these  proposals  have 
been  sent  to  the  Curriculums 
Committee  for  their  consideration 
before  they  will  be  returned  to  ACC  for 
the  final  vote. 

ACC  #32,  again  is  sponsored  by 
members  of  the  English  Department, 
but  elects  to  revise  the  English/Theater 
Track  program.  With  the  new  classes 
offered  under  the  English  department 
this  would  appear  to  be  the  creation  of 
a  new  major,  English/Theater. 

ACC  #33,  proposed  by  Dr.  Michael 


ACC  is  back  in  action  debating 
and  voting  on  the  now  33  pro- 
posals. 

P.  Riccards,  is  a  tentative  academic  cal- 
endar for  1999-2000  and  2000-2001. 
This  proposal,  along  with  29.  30.  31  & 
32  were  sent  together  to  Curriculums 
Committee  for  their  consideration. 
After  that  ACC  began  old  business 
with  ACC  #9  &  1. 

ACC  #9,  which  proposed  the  trans- 
ferring of  English.  History  and  Political 
Science  from  the  Bachelors  of  Science 
to  Bachelors  of  Arts  was  removed  from 
the  table  for  discussion.  One  of  the 
main  concerns  that  the  members  of 
ACC  had  with  proposal  #9  was  if  the 
college  had  the  classes  and  professors 
to  accommodate  the  influx  of  students 
into  the  language  departments  to  attain 
their  B.A.  requirement.  B.A.'s  require 
that  students  take  a  second  year  of  lan- 


guage proficiency,  while  a  B.S.  doesn't. 
ACC  Proposal  No.  1.  which  was  just 
voted  on  by  ACC  on  Feb.  3,  has  passed 
and  will  be  sent  to  the  president  as  new 
requirement  for  students.  ACC  No.  1, 
which  originally  stood  to  require  stu- 
dents to  attain  at  2.75  overall  average 
and  a  3.0  in  their  professional  field  of 
study  as  well  as  achieve  a  passing  score 
on  the  Massachusetts  State  Teacher's 
Test,  has  been  changed.  It  now  requires 
the  same  GPA's,  but  requires  that  stu- 
dents achieve  a  passing  score  on  only 
the  literacy  portion  of  the  Mass. 
Teacher's  Test.  This  proposals  con- 
cerns itself  with  students  in  the 
Teacher's  Education  program  who  are 
going  to  be  in  the  student  teaching  por- 
tion of  their  education  and  will  affect 
the  incoming  freshman  class  of  1999 
only.  It  was  passed  with  a  vote  of  ten 
in  favor,  one  opposed  and  two  abstain- 
ing. 

Proposal  #21  was  tied  to  ACC  #1 
and  reflected  most  of  what  was  covered 
by  #1  and  so  it  was  failed  by  the  com- 
mittee as  it  wasn't  necessary.  The 
group  then  adjourned  and  will  recon- 
vene the  first  Wednesday  of  March. 
All  students  with  concerns  or  insights 
are  encouraged  to  attend  these  meet 
ings  and  are  equally  encouraged  to 
write  the  Point  with  their  opinion. 


Pastor  discusses  Catholic  responsibility 


by  John  McCarthy 

"Everyone  who  is  a  Catholic  is 
called  to  make  the  world  a  better 
place  for  others,"  the  Rev.  Richard 
Lewandowski  said  as  he  addressed 
the  topic  of  religious  leadership  at  the 
Fitchburg  State  College  Leadership 
Forum  on  Feb.  1. 

Lewandowski,  the  pastor  of  St. 
Camillus  Parish  in  Fitchburg  and 
chaplain  of  the  Newman  Center  at 
FSC,  described  the  Catholic  Church's 
leadership  as  "reflective  of  our  soci- 
ety," and  as  "dynamic  and  ever- 
changing."  He  said  the  church  leader- 
ship views  its  role  in  the  world  as  uni- 
versal and  for  the  benefit  of  all 
humanity.  Acts  of  love,  when  per- 
formed in  the  ways  taught  by  Jesus 


Christ,  are  the  greatest  examples  of 
Christian  leadership  in  action. 
Lewandowski  said. 

"We  have  a  belief  that  one  person 
is  as  good  as  another,"  Lewandowski 
said.  "The  purpose  of  Catholic  leader- 
ship is  not  to  sit  in  judgment  of  peo- 
ple, but  to  look  at  everyone  as  being 
brother  and  sister,  children  of  God." 

Lewandowski  cited  the  actions  of 
Archbishop  Reilly  of  Worcester,  who 
was  the  first  archbishop  to  open  a 
home  for  people  suffering  from 
HIV/AIDS.  Lewandowski  also 
praised  the  leadership  qualities  of 
Josephine  Cormier  of  Fitchburg,  who 
organized  the  creation  of  Our  Father's 
Table,  a  food  kitchen  for  the  poor.  He 
said  that  in  spite  of  personal  tragedies 
she  endured  at  the  time,  Cormier  con- 
tinued to  give  support  and  comfort  to 


poor  people,  while  recruiting  others 
to  work  in  the  food  kitchen.  "She  got 
people  to  not  only  donate  food,  but 
also  their  service,"  Lewandowski 
said. 

Lewandowski  said  of  Pope  John 
Paul  II's  most  recent  trip  to  the 
United  States.  "Its  purpose  is  for  peo- 
ple to  treat  each  other  in  the  spirit  of 
kindness.  What  is  the  pope's  mes- 
sage? It's  forgiveness." 

Lewandowski  also  mentioned  the 
leadership  demonstrated  by  the  late 
Archbishop  Oscar  Romero,  whose 
defense  of  the  poor  and  oppressed  of 
El  Salvador  ended  with  his  assassina- 
tion on  March  24.  1980. 

"When  people  have  a  belief  that 
they  have  gifts,  talents  and  abilities, 
they  can  use  them  for  the  betterment 
of  humanity."  Lewandowski  said. 
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Celebrating  our  20th  anniversary  in  providing 
lean  quality  summer  education. 
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UMMER    French  Immersion 
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FREE     RADIO 

+    $1250! 

Fundraiser  open  to  student 

groups  &  organizations.  Earn 

$3-$5  per  Visa/MC  app.  We 
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SUMMER  JOBS 

FEMALE  AND  MALE  COUNSELORS  NEEDED  FOR  TOP 

CHILDREN'S  CAMP  IN  MAINE. 

TOP  SALARY,  ROOM/BOARD/LAUNDRY,  CLOTHING  & 

TRAVEL  ALLOWANCE  INCLUDED.  MUST  HAVE  SKILL  IN 

ONE  OR  MORE  OF  THE  FOLLOWING  ACTIVITIES:  ARCHERY, 

ARTS  &  CRAFTS  (CERAMICS,  STAINED  GLASS,  JEWELRY), 

ATHLETIC  TRAINER,  BASKETBALL,  CANOEING,  KAYAKING, 

DANCE  (TAP,  POINTE,  &  JAZZ),  DRAMA,  FIELD  HOCKEY, 

GOLF,  GYMNASTICS  (INSTRUCTORS  &  QUALIFIED 

SPOTTERS),  HORSEBACK  RIDING/ENGLISH  HUNT  SEAT, 

LACROSSE,  PHOTOGRAPHY,  VIDEOGRAPHER,  PIANO 

ACCOMPANIST,  PIONEERING/CAMP  CRAFT,  ROPES 

(CHALLENGE  COURSE,  25  STATIONS),  SAILING,  SOCCER, 

SOFTBALL,  TENNIS,  THEATER  TECHNICIANS,  TRACK  & 

FIELD,  VOLLEYBALL,  WATERSKIING  (SLALOM,  TRICK, 

BAREFOOT,  JUMPING)  W.S.I./SWIM  INSTRUCTORS, 

WINDSURFING.  ALSO  OPPORTUNITIES  FOR  KITCHEN, 

COOKS,  MAINTENANCE,  NURSES  AND  SECRETARIES. 

CAMP  VEGA  FOR  GIRLS!  VISIT  OUR  WEB  SITE  AT 

www.campveqa.com  or  e-mail  us  at  jobs  @  campveqa.com 

CALL  1-800-838-VEGA 

COME  SEE  US!  We  will  be  on  your  campus  Tue.  February  23rd 

STUDENT  UNION,  ROOM  G06 

INTERVIEWS  AND  INFORMATION  FROM  10AM  -  4PM. 

NO  APPOINTMENT  NECESSARY. 
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Go  to  College  -  Tuition  Free! 


Work  One  Weekend  a  Month  and  Earn 
100%  College  Tuition! 

In  the  Army  National  Guard 

YOU  Can... 

-  Receive  100%  College  Tuition 

-  Receive  the  Montgomery  G.I.  Bill! 

-  learn  a  Job  Skill  of  your  choice! 
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-  Call  today  and  discover  just  how  easy 
paying  for  college  can  be! 

MASSACHUSETTS 

CALL: 
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Cats  Continued  from,  pg  1 . 

a  shower  leave  for  class,  when  she  did 
go  to  class  anyway  and  then  meet  the 
people  at  the  bar  and  wait  for  the  parties 
to  start.   While  this  happened  the  cats, 
who  were  quickly  falling  out  of  love 
with  their  owner,  would  wait  outside 
and  as  soon  as  she  left 
the    room    could    be 
filled  with  as  many  a 
fifty  stray  cats. 

One  night  Lou 
came  home  early,  she 
had  gotten  in  a  fight 
with    her    boyfriend 
and  canceled  the  w  in- 
ter trip  to  go  skiing 
with  her  friends.    She 
came     in     and     was 
shocked  to  see  about 
twenty    cats    on    her 
bed.   She  scared  them 
out  the  window  and  was  about  to  close 
it  when  she  heard  meowing  coming 
from  her  closet.  She  opened  the  door  to 
investigate  and  crouched  down  to  see  a 
mother  cat  w  ith  about  six  new  -bom  kit- 
tens laying  on  the  floor  of  her  closet. 
Lou  wanted  to  hold  one  of  the  tiny  little 
baby  kittens  so  she  reached  out  to  pet 
one,  but  the  mother  cat.  not  trusting  a 
stranger,  clawed  at  her.    Lou  stood  up 
quickly  to  get  away,  but  lost  her  bal- 
ance and  slipped  in  a  puddle  of  cat 


pee-pee"  on  the  floor  and  fell  hit- 
ting he  head  against  the  desk  on  her 
way  down. 

The  fall  had  cracked  her  head  and 
she  was  dead,  but  that  isn't  were  the 
story  ends...  The  cats,  waiting  outside 
for  her  to  leave  again,  re-entered  the 


Professors  to  present  National 
Diversity  Program 


They  may  look  cute,  but  they're  really  blood 
thristy  monsters! 


room  and  had  a  feast  for  the  next  three 
days  before  the  R.A.  came  to  check  the 
room.  All  she  found  w  as  some  ripped 
reminants  of  the  clothing  Lou  wore  and 
a  really  "funky"  odor. 

The  board  of  health  had  the  room 
condemned,  the  school  had  to  redo  the 
entire  second  floor  and  ever  since  then 
nobody  was  allowed  to  own  a  pet  and 
lots  of  colleges  implemented  the  "noth- 
ing with  legs"  policy  for  their  residents. 

The  end. 


College  Students  aid  McKay  kids 


by  Presley  Reese 

Fitchburg  State  College  students  are 
helping  school  children  in  the  first, 
second,  and  third  grades  to  improve 
their  reading,  writing  and  language 
abilities  as  part  of  an  afternoon  pro- 
gram funded  by  the  Massachusetts 
Campus  Compact.  MACC  grants  are 
awarded  to  encourage  college/elemen- 
tary school  partnerships. 

This  is  a  program  that  benefits  both 
the  children  and  the  college  students." 
said  Terry  VanDeCarr,  a  professor  of 
reading  and  language  arts  at  the  col- 
lege. Students  from  her  literacy  cours- 
es are  working  with  teachers  and  stu- 
dents from  the  McKay  Campus  School. 

The  program,  now  in  its  2nd  year, 
focuses  on  literacy  activities  centered 
around  themes  such  as  transportation, 
poetry,  author  studies,  and  weather.  In 
addition  to  the  academic  work,  the  col- 
lege students  oversee  field  trips  to 
regional  events  and  locations. 

"The  students  work  with  the  chil- 


dren individually  or  in  small  groups," 
explained  VanDeCarr.  "They  conduct 
'read-alouds,'  work  on  theme  based 
projects,  and  help  them  with  writing." 

The  highlight  of  each  semester  is 
Showcase  Day,  when  parents  are  invit- 
ed to  view  activities  and  completed 
projects  while  meeting  teachers  and 
students.  The  after-school  program  is 
supported  by  McKay  principal 
Francine  Anderson,  and  coordinated 
by  VanDeCarr  and  Jenn  Gates,  Mary 
McCarthy  and  Kara  Seguin. 

"The  college  students  have  been 
very  enthusiastic  about  the  experi- 
ences," said  VanDeCarr.  "In  addition 
to  improving  their  teaching  skills,  they 
have  in  many  cases  served  as  a  role 
model  for  children  who  might  not  have 
one  at  home." 

Parents,  too,  have  reacted  positive- 
ly. 'They've  seen  the  changes  in  their 
children,"  according  to  VanDeCarr, 
"most  notably  in  their  approach  to 
reading." 


by  Presley  Reese 

Education  professors  Rona  Flippo 
and  Charles  Hetzel  will  host  a  national- 
ly broadcasted  eight-part  series  on 
"Literacy  and  Diversity."  from 
February  to  April. 

The  program,  part  of  the 
Massachusetts  Corporation  for 
Educational  Telecommunications,  will 
be  broadcasted  live  via  satellite  to  edu- 
cators throughout  the  nation.  The 
broadcasts  will  feature  local  educators, 
including  Jeff  Dorsey  of  the  Fitchburg 
Public  Schools,  and  Fitchburg  resident 
Margarita  Delgado,  a  counselor  at 
Worcester  North  High  School. 

"Rona  and  I  are  honored  to  have 
been  chosen  by  MCET."said  Hetzel. 
"The  programs  will  explore  ideas, 
issues  and  concerns  related  to  such  top- 


ics as  enhancing  literacy  development, 
multi-cultural  awareness  and  cultural 
sensitivity  and  community  links  to  the 
educational  process.  Our  goal  will  be 
to  increase  understanding  of  each  of 
these  topics  in  order  to  help  all  learn  to 
cross  borders  successfully  while 
respecting  our  multiple  roots  and  litera- 
cies." 

Hetzel  noted  that  the  program  is  an 
outgrowth  of  the  college's  Student 
Literacy  Corps,  which  features  under- 
graduates helping  residents  with  their 
reading  skills. 

"Our  students  devoted  thousands  of 
hours  to  assisting  people  of  all  age  in 
need  of  literacy  help."  said  Hetzel. 
"They  worked  in  schools  and  commu- 
nity agencies  as  tutors  and  mentors." 

Registered  participants  w  ill  com- 
plete assignments  and  earn  professional 

continued,  pg  5 
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Features 


School  Stories  ~  Reaching  for  Ecstasy 


by  Tim  Curran 

It  was  1  a.m.  at  the  usual  Friday 
night  basement  party  when  the  drug 
unleashed  its  terror  on  our  delicate 
brains.  My  drug-fueled  companion, 
Dee,  was  the  first  to  feel  the  ecstasy 
induced  hot  flashes  of  the  long 
evening.  His  shoulders  were  slumped 
over  and  his  eyes  were  glazed  like  an 
Easter  ham,  waiting  to  be  carved. 
Those  signs  were  my  warnings  that  my 
rush  was  in  the  making.  All  night  I 
cursed  the  Communist  who  burned  me 
with  a  placebo  instead  of  the  mind- 
numbing  pill  I  paid  $25  for. 

Suddenly,  my  neurons  began  to  fire 
off  like  fireworks  on  the  fourth  of  July. 
I  knew  the  burning  spinal  fluid  was 
merely  the  lull  before  the  storm.  Soon 
the  drug  would  completely  consume 
my  terrified  hypothalamus  and  burn 
away  at  my  senses. 

After  my  1 10-degree  body  temper- 
ature cooled  to  a  boil,  the  feeling  of 
pure  helplessness  crept  up  on  me.  My 
legs  developed  a  mind  of  their  own  and 


Diversity  continued  from,  pg  4 

development  points. 

Hetzel  has  developed  and  worked 
in  two  community-oriented  alternative 
high  schools  in  the  Rochester,  NY, 
area.  He  was  director  of  the  Higher 
Education  Opportunity  Program  at 
Rochester  Institute  of  Technology  and 
a  member  of  the  Blacks  in  Higher 
Education  Consortium  in  Rochester. 
He  has  served  as  a  central  office  cur- 

fculum  coordinator,  taught  in  the 
irgin  Islands,  and  currently  teaches  a 
Caribbean  culture  class.  Hetzel  and 
Flippo  directed  the  Student  Literacy 
Corp  at  Fitchburg  State  and  they  both 
help  coordinate  the  annual  Alternative 
Education  Conference  held  at  the  col- 
lege. 

Flippo  is  the  author  of  six  published 
books,  including  "Reading  Assessment 
and  Instruction:  A  Qualitative 
Approach  to  Diagnosis"  (Harcourt 
Brace,  1997),  co-author  of  "Reading 
for  Success  in  Elementary  Schools" 
(McGraw-Hill,  1997).  She  is  also  has 
three  books  in  progress,  including 
"What  Do  the  Experts  Say?:  Contexts 
and  Practices  for  Classroom  Reading" 
(to  be  published  in  1999  by 
Heinemann). 


decided  to  succeed  from  the  rest  of  my 
tingling  body.  Watching  Dee  express 
his  false  love  to  all  the  drunks  patrons 
made  me  nervous.  What  if  the  owners 
found  out  that  two  E-heads  were  roam- 
ing the  crowd  handing  out  peace  and 
love  to  a  basement  full  of  rowdy 
drunks?     I  sensed  impending  doom. 

I  wanted  to  feel  the  blunt  of  this  evil 
drug,  but  my  ears  were  bombarded 
with  meaningless  inquiries.  What  does 
that  stuff  feel  like?  Does  it  really  make 
you  horny?  You  guy  are  crazy! 

The  dim  flourescent  lights  in  this 
gloom  basement  were  beginning  to 
invade  my  constricted  pupils,  putting 
my  brain  into  shock.  "Damn  these 
drunks  are  getting  on  my  nerves,"  I 
said  repeatedly. 

The  one  bizarre  trick  this  sinister 
drug  does  to  the  brain  is  that  it  breaks 
down  all  sensory  filters  and  allows  all 
light,  noise,  and  other  environmental 
anomalies  to  enter  unabated. 

As  the  party  wore  on,  Dee  and  I  con- 
solidated in  the  dark,  urine-soaked  cor- 
ner and  discussed  the  supreme  rush 


that  accompanies  the  drug.  Our  con- 
scious minds  began  to  retract  into  the 
depths  of  our  unconscious.  Our  legs 
turned  to  wax.  It  was  definitely  time  to 
leave. 

Some  say  there  is  a  fine  line 
between  hard  and  retard,  we  crossed  it 
and  there  was  no  turning  back. 

The  half-mile  walk  back  seemed 
like  an  eternity  compared  to  the  brisk 
walk  of  a  drunk.  The  blistering  cold 
wind  only  enhanced  this  orgasmic  trip 
through  the  realm  of  a  drug  fiend's 
twisted  mind.  Dee  and  I  rambled  off 
empty  and  disjointed  words  to  each 
other,  but  through  this  madness  I  start- 
ed to  contemplate  the  after  shocks  this 
drug  would  put  forth  on  my  brain  tis- 
sue. I  started  to  question  my  sanity. 
Would  this  evil  pill  convert  this  com- 
petent mind  into  that  of  a  babbling 
infant  in  the  morning?  What  would 
possess  me  to  ingest  a  pill  with  the 
imprint  of  Tweety  bird  grinning  at  me? 

After  what  seemed  like  a  24-hour 
walk  through  a  world  stripped  of  sun- 
light, we  arrived  at  our  destination. 


Installation  exhibit  to  open  at  FSC 


by  Presley  Reese 

"Fools  Rush  In,"  a  solo  installation 
created  specifically  for  the  Fitchburg 
State  College  campus  center  art  gallery 
by  artist  B.  Lynch,  will  be  on  exhibition 
through  March  5.  It  will  feature  a  the- 
atrical presentation  of  the  characters  of 
Lynch 's  "Folly  Pantheon."  Several  of 
the  characters  are  three-dimensional 
figurines  from  her  "Game  of  Folly" 
project.  This  visual  presentation  of  the 
two  sides  of  folly  -  order  and  anarchy  - 
is  an  exploration  of  the  variety  of 
human  activities.  It  will  also  feature 
banners  and  other  carnival-related 
themes. 

Lynch  has  contended  that  folly  is 
about  risk-taking.  "As  Samuel  Johnson 
said,  'nothing  will  ever  be  attempted  if 
all  possible  objections  must  be  over- 
come at  first.'  Certainly,  folly  causes 
plenty  of  trouble,  but  even  so,  we 
wouldn't  want  to  sanitize  it  out  of  exis- 
tence. Folly  is  more  than  foolishness. 
Its  disciples  have  the  courage  to  fall  in 
love,  write  poems,  reach  for  the  stars.  . 
.  folly  is  what  make  us  human.  If  we  all 
play  it  safe,  we  cease  to  live." 

Lynch  has  won  three  grants  for  her 


projects,  including  "Folly  in  Majesty," 
presented  at  the  University  of 
Massachusetts  at  Lowell.  The  Creiger 
Dane  Gallery  on  Newbury  Street  will 
show  her  work  in  February. 

Lynch  received  her  training  at  the 
Museum  School  in  Boston,  and  is  also 
a  graduate  of  Kansas  University.  She 
has  shown  her  work  extensively  in 
Massachusetts,  including  solo  shows  at 
Salem  College,  Simmons  College, 
Harvard  Divinity  School,  and  Bentley 
College. 

Lynch' s  work  has  been  discussed  in 
the  Boston  Globe,  the  Lowell  Sun,  the 
South  Bend  Tribune,  and  the  Worcester 
Sunday  Telegram.  The  Boston  Public 
Library  has  long  been  a  collector  of  her 
art  and  is  planning  to  publish  a  mono- 
graph on  her  work.  A  guest  lecturer  at 
various  colleges  and  galleries,  she 
teaches  art  to  children,  adults  and  visu- 
ally-impaired seniors. 

The  campus  center  art  gallery  is 
open  from  7:30  a.m.  to  10  p.m.  on 
weekdays,  from  10  a.m.  to  9  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  and  12  p.m.  to  10  p.m.  on 
Sunday.  Admission  is  free  and  the 
community  is  invited  to  attend. 


Looking  into  the  mirror  was  like  look- 
ing into  some  bizarre,  psychedelic 
painting  straight  from  Timothy  Leary's 
brush.  My  already  pale  skin  radiated 
the  yellowish  tone  of  a  store  window 
mannequin.  My  eyes  were  like  large, 
black  spheres.  It  was  freaking  me  out. 

My  roommates  looked  at  the  two  of 
us  as  if  we  had  snakes  falling  from  our 
ears.  "You  guys  look  messed  up,"  one 
muttered.  "Does  that  stuff  really  make 
you  horny?"  yet  another  inquired. 

There's  that  question  again.  Why 
do  people  assume  that  just  because  it's 
call  ecstasy  it  turns  you  into  a  ravenous 
porno  star? 

It  was  the  complete  opposite  in  my 
trips.  My  skin  reacted  horribly  to  the 
smallest  touch,  and  the  thought  of  any- 
thing but  flying  high  is  instantly 
deported  from  my  brain.  The  remain- 
der of  the  evening  consisted  of  sitting 
in  a  black  hallway,  sipping  ice  water, 
and  discussing  the  philosophical  ques- 
tions that  have  stumped  mankind  since 
200  B.C. 


If  you 

have  any 
brains  at  all, 

youll  be  aware 
of  the  danger 
of  depression. 


Depression  is  a  suppression  of  brain 
activity  that  can  stnke  anyone.  It's 
powerful,  it's  constant,  and  it  makes 
life  unbearable.  It's  also  readily. 
medically  treatable.  And  that's 
something  everyone  should  know. 
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Opinion 

A  letter  from  the  Editor  Dealing  with  queer  people 


First  I  would  like  to  thank  each  and 
every  reader  we  had  last  semester,  and 
I  want  to  say  that  I  appreciate  both  the 
positive  and  negative  feedback  we 
got.  It  showed  me  that  students  at 
FSC  are  neither  uninterested  nor 
uncaring  and  that  is  a  relief.  We  have 
undergone  some  structural  changes 
and  I.  along  with  the  rest  of  the  staff, 
would  like  to  invite  anyone  interested 
to  come  down  to  the  office  during  our 
meeting  (Thursday  @  1:30)  or  any 
time  and  talk  to  us  if  you  are  interest- 
ed in  joining.  There  are  some 
changes  though  that  I  feel  I  must 
address  publically  in  order  to  avoid 
any  unwarranted  criticism.  We  will 
no  longer  publish  anything  by 
■Anonymous."  The  only  way  to  get 
something  into  the  paper  if  you  do  not 
want  your  name  in  it  is  to  meet  with 


me.  AnneMarie  Donahue,  in  person 
and  explain  your  wishes  to  remain 
anonymous.  I  understand  that  some 
of  this  material  may  be  important  and 
vital  to  FSC,  however  when  this  paper 
publishes  something  under  the  title 
anonymous  we  accept  full  responsi- 
bility for  any  and  all  legal  repercus- 
sions that  we  may  face,  such  as  pla- 
giarism and  libel.  The  editorial  staff 
retains  the  right  to  edit  even'  article 
that  is  submitted  to  the  Point,  by  both 
member  and  nonmembers.  Also  we 
retain  the  right  to  not  publish  articles 
that  are  submitted  to  us,  by  both 
members  and  nonmembers.  Thank 
you  for  your  understanding  in  this 
matter. 

Sincerely. 

AnneMarie  Donahue 

Editor  -  In  -  Chief 


by  Guy  Marochino 

It  seems  to  me  that  every  time  I  turn 
around  somebody  has  some  kind  of 
agenda  that  has  to  be  dealt  with  imme- 
diately. We  practically  have  to  walk  on 
eggshells,  watching  what  we  say  so  we 
don't  offend  them!  Well  in  my  own 
words,  this  world  and  society  has  gone 
WAY  over  the  line  with  striving  to  be 
politically  correct  and  trying  to  make 
their  own  political  stance  count.  My 
latest  beef  is  with  the  use  and  misuse  of 
a  certain  word. 

Queer  (kwir)  adj.-er  -est  1.  Deviating 
from  the  expected  or  normal  behav- 
ior. 2.  Odd.  Unconventional  in 
behavior:  questionable  nature  or 
character,  Suspicious. 

I  love  to  use  that  word  in  my  every- 


day language.  LOVE  IT!  Queer.  Queer. 
That's  right.  That  is  pronounced 
Kaweeah!  If  you  listened  to  a  conversa- 
tion I  was  having  with  a  friend,  you 
would  notice  that  I  can  use  the  word 
five  times  in  the  space  of  two  minutes. 
People  who  meet  me  realize  my  love  of 
the  word  as  soon  as  they  say  "hello." 
As  much  as  I  love  to  use  this  word.  I 
equally  detest  it  when  people  associate 
this  word  exclusively  with  homosexu- 
ality. 

I  can't  help  but  become  annoyed 
when  I  am  approached  by  another  out- 
gay  person  who  is  upset  or  offended  by 
my  use  of  the  word  "queer"  as  an  insult 
I  chose  to  make  my  sexual  orientation 
part  of  my  life,  as  a  way  of  realization 
and  actuality.  However  there  are  those 
out-gay  people  who  tend  to  make  their 
sexual  orientation  part  of  their  political 

Continued,  pg  7 


Interview  with  The  National  Organization  For  Women  president 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 


7  th 


On  Monday.  December  the  7  .  FSC 
welcomed  the  president  of  the  National 
Organization  for  Women  (NOW),  one 
Patricia  Ireland.  Fortunately  for  me,  I 
was  granted  an  audience  with  Her 
Majesty.  I  hastily  wrote  about  10  ques- 
tions onto  my  Calculus  notebook,  and 
proceeded  to  the  Student  Activities 
office,  where  I  met  the  Prez  and  was 
offered  Tulio's  office  by  the  man  him- 
self. I  had  little  time:  Her  speech  to  the 
general  student  population  was  sched- 
uled a  half-hour  away.  I  rattled  off  the 
questions  quickly,  almost  not  hearing 
what  she  said,  knowing  I  had  no  time  to 
have  her  elaborate  on  any  answers.  I 
probably  appeared  as  unknowledgeable 
about  her  life  as  I  was. 

Despite  the  fact  that  the  opinions  and 
policies  of  her  organization  are  91 .1 "7c 
indisputably  wrong,  she  proved  to  be 
extremely  pleasant.  She  handled  my 
"hard-hitting"  questions  smoothly,  and 
her  answers  were  polished,  as  if  she  had 
answered  my  questions  hundreds  of 
times  before. 

My  first  question  was  a  generic  one, 
about  her  definition  of  sexual  harass- 
ment. She  had  a  test  for  guys  to  take:  If 
you  would  "be  embarrassed  if  your 
wife  or  mother  saw  or  heard  you  do 
[something  possibly  harassing]",  or  "be 


angry  if  someone  did  this  to  your  wife 
or  your  girlfriend."  you  shouldn't  do  it. 
It  doesn't  seem  too  hard,  and  yet  I  won- 
der why  she  singles  out  men  for  sexual 
harassment.  Seems  a  little  sexist,  does  it 
not?  (Oh  wait,  it's  the  90's.  women  too 
could  have  wives,  daughters  or  girl- 
friends they  could  harass...)  Fortunately 
for  her.  she  no  longer  has  to  worry 
about  being  harassed.  Due  to  her  posi- 
tion as  president  of  NOW,  she  says. 
"There's  not  very  many  people  who  are 
nervy  enough 
to  harass 

me. ..So.  it's 
been  a  long 
time." 

I  was 
relieved  when 
she  said  that 
she  disagreed 
with  a  certain 
activist  view  of 

her  organization.  "I  have  never  believed 
that  all  sex  is  rape. ..I  find  that  to  be 
rather  a  strange  notion."  She  also  said 
that  she's  "never  been  one  who  thinks 
that,  as  female,  we  are  somehow  supe- 
rior." 

When  asked  how  she  felt  about 
women  taking  traditional  roles  by 
choice,  such  as  subservience  to  men. 
she  said,  "yes,  it  is  legitimate. ..if  you 
choose  them  knowingly,  willingly,  lov- 


'Tve  never  been  one 
who  thinks  that,  as 
female,  we  are  somehow 
superior." 


ingly."  She  has  an  easier  time  accepting 
this  and  things  like  the  Miss  America 
Pageant,  now  that  women  have  the 
choice.  But,  as  she  points  out.  a  brain 
"'will  last  a  lot  longer  than  good 
breasts."  which  is  unfortunate  for  males 
like  me.  and  very  unfortunate  for 
females  like  Jenny  McCarthy,  who  have 
good  breasts  and  no  brain  (like  I  really 
needed  to  spell  that  one  out). 
When  asked,  she  mentioned  it  hasn't 
been  her  experience  that  the  guys  who 
show  up  at  fem- 
inist rallies  or 
gatherings  are 
there  just  to 
pick  up  women. 
"For  some  men, 
equality  feels 
like  a  step 
down."  she 
says,  as  well  as 
her  assumption 
that  "there's  some  real  advantages"  to 
being  a  guy.  which  is  definitely  a  heart- 
warming thought.  For  those  reasons,  as 
well  as  people  like  me.  Patricia  Ireland 
believes  "it's  a  hard  road"  for  men  to  be 
feminists. 

As  an  avid  fan.  I  find  it  strange  that 
she  has  "NO  use  for  Rush  Limbaugh". 
even  as  an  issue-maker  for  the  leftist 
views  of  NOW.  If  the  great  Maja- 
Rushie  were  not  around,  would  she  be 


able  to  find  enough  views  to  disagree 
with?  The  word  "feminazi".  made  pop- 
ular by  the  2ncl  greatest  radio  talk-show 
host  ever,  has  started  showing  up  in  dic- 
tionaries. That  word  is  now  another 
platform  for  her  group.  In  fact.  Rush 
himself  is  a  great  platform  for  NOW. 
Although  in  her  words,  "that  man 
makes  me  crazy,"  he  has  helped  her  out 
tremendously. 

I  asked  her  how  she  reacted  to  peo- 
ple who  think  that  feminists  are  "cold, 
loveless,  sexless,  childless  or  ugly  peo- 
ple, who  need  the  activist  cause  to  grab 
on  to.  just  to  justify  their  own  meaning- 
less, pathetic  lives."  After  her  laughter, 
she  replied,  "It's  probably  a  measure  of 
our  strength  that  people  feel  they  have 
to  make  up  these  ugly  stereotypes  to 
slow     us     down."     What    a    babe. 

As  a  final  quote  taken  out  of  context. 
I'll  leave  you  with  this  one  from  her 
book:  "I  have  a  husband,  and  he  is  very 
important  in  my  life.  I  also  have  a  com- 
panion, and  she  is  very  important  in  my 
life,  too."  Anyway,  to  get  info  about 
NOW,  call  (202)  331-0066.  or  go  to 
www.now.org  To  find  the  entire 
unedited  interview  on  the  net.  which  I 
highly  advise  you  do,  go  to 
http://hello.to/womyn  Bear  in  mind, 
this  was  an  opinion  article,  and  you  can 
find  the  unbiased  interview  on  the  net. 


Opinion 


Technician  without  a  home 


by  AnneMarie  Donahue 

I  have  just  one  question  for  the  film 
department.  If  we  need  to  know  so 
much  about  film  to  work  in  a  video  job 
then  why  do  you  let  us  out  of  the  film 
track?  I  was  let  out  of  the  film  half  of 
my  track  because  I  don't  want  to  work 
in  film.  Some  people  become  dentists 
because  they  don't  want  to  be  film 
makers,  but  do  you  make  them  take 
film  classes,  or  call  them  stupid  for  not 
wanting  to  take  film?  No,  at  least  I 
hope  not. 

I  just  want  to  tell  everyone  reading 
this  article  that  I  think  I  speak  for 
everyone  else  in  the  video  only  track 
that  we  didn't  dump  film  to  upset  you. 
So  please,  if  it  offends  you  so  much  that 
some  people  honestly  don't  want  to 
work  in  the  film  medium,  then  from 
now  on  just  don't  talk  to  us.  We  have 
nothing  against  it,  that  particular  medi- 
um just  isn't  our  forte!   So  lay  off! 

I  had  a  hard  time  when  I  transferred 
in  here.  This  school  didn't  appear  to  be 
very  "user-friendly"  so  I  just  tried  to 
trudge  through  and  learn  as  much  as  I 
could  from  the  professors  I  had.  Don't 
get  me  wrong,  I  was  completely  miffed 
that  I  had  to  take  gym,  but  hey,  I  could 


use  the  exercise! 

I  understand  that  there  are  other  stu- 
dents here  in  upper  level  classes  and 
they  have  the  right  to  use  the  video 
equipment  first.  I  understand  that  I 
learned  some  things  at  my  jobs,  but  not 
everything,  so  I  have  to  take  a  lot  of 
classes  that  will  make  me  experienced 
and  proficient  in  all  the  areas  of  video 
production.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  I  see 
your  side  on  a  lot  of  issues  that  I'm  fair- 
ly certain  you  don't  think  I  do.  So  I 
was  very  content  to  just  go  through 
classes  learning  as  much  as  I  can  from 
the  experienced,  intelligent  professors 
here,  who  do  their  jobs  very  well. 

However,  I  am  now  convinced  that 
I  should  never  have  graduated  from  my 
little  community  college,  or  at  least  not 
set  foot  out  here!  Want  to  know  why... 

I  made  the  terrible  mistake  of  daring 
to  speak  to  a  professor  a  few  days  ago. 
I  asked  him  how  comparable  the  Avid 
4000  was  to  the  Panasonic  Postbox  (the 
system  I  worked  on  professionally  for 
the  past  two  years),  and  for  a  while 
there  that  guy  seemed  like  a  real  human 
being!  God,  I  really  am  stupid,  aren't 
I? 

Within  a  few  minutes  he  found  out 
I  was  a  video  student,  not  film,  and 


abruptly  ended  the  conversation  by 
calling  me  stupid  and  walking  away! 
That  was  the  first  time  since  grade 
school  that  I  had  been  treated  with  such 
a  lack  of  respect!  I  don't  think  that  I 
should  get  special  treatment  because  I 
have  worked  in  the  field  and  I  most  cer- 
tainly do  not  believe  that  I  am  any  bet- 
ter than  anyone  else.  However,  I  do 
believe  that  if  you  are  going  to  dedicate 
your  life  to  being  an  educator  there  are 
certain  theories  that  should  stay  in  your 
head  and  not  get  expressed  outward. 
It's  called  inner  monologue,  look  into 
it! 

I  understand  that  a  lot  of  equipment 
in  television  production  is  film  equip- 
ment because  many  of  the  prime  time 
sitcoms  are  done  on  film  as  opposed  to 
tape.  And  that's  just  great.  I'd  be  all 
over  film  in  a  second  if  it  was  my  little 
hearts  desire  to  work  on  a  prime  time 
sitcom,  but  you  know  what...  I'd  rather 
kill  myself!!!  I  want  to  work  in  video, 
not  just  T.V.  Am  I  speaking  some  for- 
eign language? 

Although  I  have  to  admit,  this  was 
the  first  truly  evil  idiot  I  met  here. 
Actually,  I  like  all  of  the  teachers  I  have 
now,  and  I  liked  the  one  I  had  last  year. 
I'll  venture  a  step  further  to  say  that  I'll 


Am  I  the  only  one  who  hates  walking  around  with  wet  clothes  on? 


by  Sam  Ciaramitaro 

A  great  travesty  and  disservice  to 
many  students  at  this  school  is  the  fact 
that  some  of  us  are  forced  to  pay  for 
the  cleaning  and  drying  of  our  clothes. 
Students  everywhere  except  Aubuchon 
Hall,  ( I  still  haven't  figured  out  how 
to  pronounce  that,)  are  obliged  every 
week  to  fork  over  to  the  money  slots 
amounts  of  up  to  five  dollars.  If  one 
has  two  loads  of  laundry,  there  is  a 
buck  each  to  wash.  Then  there  is  dry- 
ing. If  you  put  maybe  two  shirts  and  a 
pair  of  pants  in  one  of  those  dryers  for 
54  minutes,  they  will  get  satisfactorily 
dry.  A  full  load  can  easily  take  over  an 
hour  to  dry.  This  means  that  people 
who  pull  their  clothes  out  of  the  dryer 
slightly  damp,  will  need  to  shell  out 
another  dollar  for  each  of  their  loads, 
even  if  the  clothes  only  need  another 
15  minutes.  God  forbid  if  anyone  ever 
has  3  loads. 


Last  semester,  during  an  exceeding- 
ly lazy  month,  I  had  accumulated  5 
loads.  At  that  point,  I  was  so  discour- 
aged thinking  about  what  I  was  about 
to  face,  I  almost  procrastinated  even 
more.  But  I  knew  I  had  to  do  it.  I 
bought  a  $10  roll  of  quarters  from 
Campus  Pizza,  and  proceeded  to  show- 
er the  machines  with  the  small  lump  of 
metal  that  would  have  served  me  bet- 
ter as  a  means  of  protectionl  could 
deal  with  it  if  this  were  a  part  of  room 
and  board,  and  not  just  for  the  fact  that 
it  would  be  my  parents  paying. 
Unfortunately,  it  is  not.  Instead,  we 
must  be  constantly  tortured  by  being 
economical  with  our  laundry.  The  stu- 
dent budget  is  tight  enough  without 
this  atrocity. 

We  already  have  to  pay  tuition,  we 
should  be  granted  the  same  benefits  as 
students  living  in  Aubuchon  Hall.  We 
should  at  least  receive  some  sort  of  a 
break  on  room  and  board  or  something. 
The   easiest   solution,   and   one   that 


would  still  keep  the  laundry  operators' 
pockets  fat,  would  be  to  split  up  the 
drying  time  by  each  quarter.  That  is, 
instead  of  paying  a  buck  for  54  minutes, 
paying  a  quarter  for  13.5  minutes.  One 
could  dry  for  as  long  or  short  as  they 
wanted,  at  the  same  price  ratio.  This 
would  increase  the  chances  of  getting 
dry  laundry.  I'm  really  sick  of  hanging 
up  half  my  clothes  all  around  my  room 
to  save  myself  from  the  second  dollar. 
It  is  a  grave  injustice  for  this  to  hap- 
pen, and  I  do  not  foresee  anything  hap- 
pening in  the  near  future  unless  some- 
one stands  up.  Free  laundry  is  probably 
out  of  the  question,  (although  that 
would  serve  the  purpose,)  but  we  could 
stand  to  have  a  reasonable  and  afford- 
able service  for  students.  Seeing  as  I  am 
not  a  man  of  action,  and  simply  spew 
these  words  out  to  inspire  others  to 
enact  my  ideas  while  hiding  behind  the 
safety  of  a  typewriter,  it  will  have  to  be 
one  of  you  reading  this  article  who 
eventually  takes  action. 


Technician  looking  for  suit- 
able loving  channel,  if  interested 
please  contact  c/o  The  Point. 

like  the  teachers  I  have  next  year!  It's 
just  that  the  bad  experiences  stick  out  in 
your  mind  longer  and  more  vividly  than 
the  good  experiences  and  I'm  sad  to  say 
when  I  think  back  to  FSC  I'm  going  to 
remember  that  some  jerk  from  the  film 
department  called  me  stupid! 

I  just  needed  to  vent  and  unfortu- 
nately for  you,  good  readers,  you  must 
feel  the  brunt  of  it...  Actually  if  anyone 
from  the  film  department  is  reading 
this,  can  you  tell  me,  is  it  standard  oper- 
ating procedure  that  teachers  berate  and 
belittle  the  students?  If  so  that  might 
just  be  why  some  of  us  are  kind  of 
sticking  to  just  plain  old  video,  thank 
you  very  much. 


Continued  from,  pg  6 

agenda,  which  I  firmly  believe  is 
ridiculous.  People  have  no  control  over 
what  their  sexual  identity  will  be.  I 
don't  know  one  single  gay  person  who 
wakes  up  in  the  morning  thinking, 
"God,  I'm  glad  I'm  gay!"  This  is  not  a 
choice. 

If  "queer"  means  odd  or  unconven- 
tional then  why  choose  it  as  the  name 
for  a  group  that  wants  to  become 
viewed  as  usual  and  just  as  normal  as 
every  other  minority?  I  am  gay,  and  I 
am  odd  and  I  am  unconventional. 
These  descriptions  are  distinct  and 
unrelated.  My  behavior  deviates  from 
the  norm  because  of  whom  I  am  and 
what  I  have  experienced  in  my  life,  not 
because  of  my  sexual  orientation.  I 
believe  that  the  good  old  fashioned 
term  "homosexual"  or  "gay"  is  a  better 
fitted  title  to  the  minority  to  which  I 
belong.  Instead  of  changing  our  name 
to  something  that  makes  the  heterosex- 
ual population  more  comfortable,  why 
not  defeat  the  stereotype  by  being  the 
least  "queer"  we  can  be! 
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Entertainment 


Robeson  play  performed  at  FSC 


by  Rakhee  Chohan 

Floyd  Patterton  appeared  in  the  one- 
man  play  'Taul  Robeson"  at  noon  on 
Feb.  5,  in  the  Hammond  lounge.  The 
play,  written  by  Phillip  Hayes  Dean, 
was  performed  as  part  of  Fitchburg 
State's  African  American  History 
Month  celebration.  "Paul  Robeson" 
focuses  on  the  political  activist  Paul 
Robeson,  who  turned  to  singing  and 
acting  after  racism  limited  his  career  as 
a  lawyer. 

Robeson  began  his  career  in  the  the- 
ater with  many  roles,  but  it  was  his  lead 
role  in  "Othello"  that  won  him  interna- 
tional acclaim.  In  1944,  he  won  the 
Donaldson  Award  for  best  acting  per- 
formance for  his  portrayal  of  Othello. 
Afterward,  he  went  on  to  perform  in 
Eugene  O'Neill's  "Emperor  Jones"  and 
"All  God's  Chillun  Got  Wings." 
Robeson  is  most  remembered  as  the 
man  who  rewrote  a  line  in  "Old  Man 
River,"  a  popular  song  from  the  musical 
Showboat.  "I'm  tired  of  livin'  and 
'feared  of  dyin'  .  .  .  ,"  became  a  strong 
statement  about  his  indomitable  spirit, 
"I  must  keep  fightin'  until  I'm  dying  .  . 


Robeson  soon  found  the  cameras  of 
Hollywood  beckoning.  He  acted  in  11 
films,  including  "Body  and  Soul" 
(1924),  "Jericho"  (1937),  and  "Proud 
Valley"  (1939).  However,  his  newly- 
found  fame  still  could  not  afford  him 
the  rights  of  the  average  citizen.  He 
found  that  restaurants  would  not  serve 
him.  and  that  in  New  York,  blacks  were 
only  seated  in  the  upper  balconies. 
Threats  and  harassment  often  surround- 
ed     his      performances      as      well. 

As  much  as  Robeson  was  in  the  spot- 


"I  must  keep  fight- 
in'  until  I'm  dyin'..." 


light  for  his  performances  on  stage,  he 
could  be  found  equally  for  his  political 
performances.  Robeson,  aware  that 
racism  was  a  global  issue,  traveled 
extensively  and  sang  for  peace  in  sever- 
al different  languages.  He  also  donated 
the  proceeds  of  "All  God's  Chillun"  to 
Jewish  refugees  fleeing  Nazi  Germany. 
In  the  1940s,  he  traveled  to  speak  and 
perform  at  strike  rallies,  conferences, 
and      labor      festivals      worldwide. 


Robeson  protested  the 
Cold  War,  and  worked 
toward  an  understand- 
ing and  tolerance 
between  the  U.S.  and 
the  USSR.. 

He  was  targeted  by 
the  House  of  Un- 
American  Activities 
Committee  (HUAC) 
as  a  communist,  a 
charge  that  was  taken 
very  seriously  during 
that  period.  Producers 
and  theaters  canceled 
approximately  eighty 
of  his  concerts,  which 
nearly  destroyed  his 
career.  As  state  police 
stood  by  and  watched,  two  of 
Robeson's  outdoor  concerts  were 
attacked  by  racist  mobs.  Robeson 
responded,  "I'm  going  to  sing  wherever 
the  people  want  me  to  sing  .  .  .  and  I 
won't  be  frightened  by  crosses  burning 
in  Peekskill  or  anywhere  else." 

Paul  Robeson  retired  from  perform- 
ing and  political  life  because  of  failing 
health  in  1963.  He  died  on  Jan.  23, 
1976,  at  age  77.     His  autobiography 


"Here  I  Stand"  was  published  in  1950, 
and  can  be  found  in  any  bookstore. 
This  book  is  highly  recommended  to 
FSC  students.  This  man  is  an  excep- 
tional example  of  leadership  and  perse- 
verance in  the  face  of  opposition.  At  a 
school  that  has  been  proclaimed  "Trie 
Leadership  College."  I  think  it's  imper- 
ative that  this  man's  life  and  wealth  of 
experiences  be  understood  by  all. 


Doug  Elkins  Dance  Company  comes  to  Fitchburg  State  College 


by  Presley  Reese 

The  internationally  acclaimed  Doug 
Elkins  Dance  Company  will  be  in  resi- 
dency at  Fitchburg  State  College  for 
several  days  as  they  prepare  for  a 
national  tour.  Their  rehearsals  will  be 
open  to  the  public,  and  the  company 
will  offer  an  open  master  class. 
Rehearsals,  in  Weston  Auditorium,  for 
Mon.,  Feb.  8  through  Wed.,  Feb.  10.. 
from  6:30  p.m.  -  9:30  p.m..  The  open 
master  class  is  scheduled  for  Wed.,  Feb. 
10,  at  3:30  p.m.,  in  Parkinson  Gym. 
There  will  be  a  question  and  answer 
period  at  each  of  the  rehearsals.  All 
events  are  open  to  the  public,  free  of 
charge. 

Elkins  is  one  of  the  most  talked 
about  companies  on  the  world  dance 
scene.    Its  work  has  been  described  as 


"physical,  daring,  inventive,  intelligent, 
and  fun."  Incorporating  the  style,  steps 
and  energy  of  hip-hop  into  many  of  the 
dances.  Elkins  and  his  company  appeal 
to  young  audience  members,  dance 
enthusiasts,  and  dancers  alike. 

With  recent  travels  to  Austria  and 
Italy,  Elkins  maintains  a  busy  teaching 
and  touring  schedule.  He  has  been  on 
the  faculties  of  American  Dance 
Festival  (in  North  Carolina  and  Korea), 
New  York  University,  Peridance,  Dance 
Space,  and  the  Summer  Dance  Festival 
at  Bates  College.  He  collaborated  with 
composer  Walter  Thompson  and  direc- 
tor Brian  Jucha  of  the  VIA  theater  for 
an   original   musical,   "Alien   Love." 

Elkins  has  received  choreographic 
commissions  and  awards  from  The 
National  Endowment  of  the  Arts,  the 
National    Performance   Network,   the 


Jerome  Foundation,  Dance  Magazine 
Foundation,  Metropolitan 

Life/American  Dance  Festival. 
Hartford  Foundation,  Arts  International 
and  NYSCA.  Most  recently,  he 
received  recognition  from  The 
Foundation  for  Contemporary 
Performance  Arts.  In  1994.  he  received 
the  Brandeis  University  Award  in 
Dance,  Creative  Arts  Awards 
Commission. 

Very  prolific,  Elkins  has  collaborat- 
ed with  JoAnne  Akalaitis  and  Phillip 
Glass  (for  Guthrie's  acclaimed  produc- 
tion of  "The  Screens'):  with  Molly 
Smith  of  Perseverance  Theater  on 
"Coyote  Builds  North  America":  with 
Robert  Woodriff  for  "Brecht's  Baal"; 
and  with  Brian  Jucha  for  "The  River 
Runs  Deep."  He  has  also  collaborated 
with  film  director  Mark  Obenhaus  on 


"It  Doesn't  Wait."  a  film  project  for 
public  television's  "Alive  From  Off 
Center"  and  with  En  Garde  Arts  for  its 
site-specific  musical  "JP  Morgan  Saves 
the  Nation." 

Elkins  has  worked  with  the  Batsheva 
Dance  Company.  Pennsylvania  Ballet. 
New  Dance  Ensemble  Pittsburgh's 
Dance  Alloy,  the  Flying  Karama/ 
and  the  City  Opera  Ballet  in  Graz. 
Austria.  Last  year  he  created  "A  Knot 
Annulled"  for  London's  Union  Dance 
Company's  tenth  anniversary  season. 
He  has  also  choreographed  a  music 
video  for  jazz  saxophonist  David 
Sanborn. 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Leadership  Academy  and  the  Cultural 
Affairs  Office.  For  more  information 
call  (978)  665-3709. 
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VcllCntinC  S  L/3.V  is  almost  upon  us,  and  we  here  at  The  Point  (the 

name  of  the  newspaper  you're  reading  right  now)  are  wondering  and  worrying 
about  how  many  people  will  be  going  dateless  and  loveless  this  year.  The  Point 
wants  to  make  a  change  in  the  dating  scene  on  campus  at  FSC. 

In  next  week's  issue,  we  will  be  introducing  a  new  feature,  singles  classi- 
fieds. Hopefully,  it  will  be  extremely  popular  for  all  students.  After  all,  most  of 
us  are  in  the  midst  of  our  sexual  peaks,  and  Valentine's  Day  only  reinforces  the 
fact  that  you  still  haven't  "gotten  lucky"  and  found  love. 

No  longer  will  you  be  forced  to  use  the  AIDS  epidemic  excuse  to  justify 
being  single.  Now  you  have  a  way  to  meet  your  soul  mate,  or  just  someone  you 
can  hang  out  with  on  weekends.  It  will  only  cost  one  dollar,  an  easy  and 
extremely  reasonable  price  for  a  college  student.  The  ads  will  run  for  3  weeks 
each,  at  which  point  you  can  decide  if  you  want  to  pay  another  buck  or  not.  To 
run  your  ad.  submit  a  description  of  yourself.  The  Point  postbox  will  receive 
the  letters  so  you  can  remain  anonymous,  and  a  further  tip  would  be  to  use  a 
false  name.  Descriptions  will  not  be  printed  if:  they  are  lewd,  perverted  or 
insulting,  falsely  represented,  or  are  more  than  5  lines  of  about  40  character 
each  (including  spaces).  This  comes  out  to  25-30  words. 

If  you  are  interested  in  this  service  please  submit  a  letter  and  your  descrip- 
tion via  the  mail  to  The  Point,  no  box  number  needed.  OR,  you  can  contact  The 
Point  office  at  503-3647,  and  talk  to  whoever  answers  the  phone.  If  you  have 
any  suggestions  on  how  we  could  make  this  service  better,  also  call  that  number. 
(No  calls  complaining  about  the  lousy  food  at  the  cafeteria,  please.  We  have  no 
control  over  that.)  A  typical  ad  will  look  like  this: 

SWM  I  like  movies  and  long  walks  around  the 

quad.  Sophomore  film  major,  shaved  head, 

blue-green  eyes,  5'6".  I'm  looking  for 

someone  who  favors  relationships  over 

superficiality.  Send  letter  to  Point  c/o  "Sam" 


Poetry  Corner 


Carpe  diem 

by  Rondi  E.  Bloom 

Seize  the  day 
Said  the  sky  to  the  moon 
As  you  pulled  the  rug  out  from  beneath  me.  .  . 
Night  caps- 
Stars  whine  while 
I  smother  you  and  you  breathe  me. 
Dreams  ripen  and  pipe  dreams  are  likened  unto 
Gathered  togetherness  that 
Smathers  us  with  feathemess- 
Leathery  yet  lathery  whateverness. 

Day  is  done  and 

Light  lingers  leary,  wanting  to  watch  as 

We  wax  and  wane  weary. 

We  hallucinate  this  hell  innate  and 

Null  and  void  all  that  is  null  and  void. 

Stars  whine  while 

So  do  I, 

I  whine  for  your  sweet  love-liquer  that  can  only  be  tasted 

Once  the  day  has  been  wasted. 

Please. 

Seize  the  day. 


Horoscope  Picks  of  the  Week 

February  14-20 

There  is  a  waning  moon  until  the  16th,  when  you'll  have  a  new  moon  and  a  solar  eclipse  on  the  same  day. 

•  Mercury  and  Venus  are  in  Pisces 

•  Mars  is  in  Scorpio 

•  Jupiter  and  Saturn  are  in  Aries 

•  Uranus  and  Neptune  are  in  Aquarius 

•  Pluto  is  in  Sagittarius 

Moon  begins  the  week  in  Aquarius  then  enters  Pisces  at  6:40  a.m.  on  Tues.,  Feb.  16,  and  stays  there  until  Thurs.  Feb.  18,  when  it  enters  Aries  at  10:07  a.m. 
The  moon  then  enters  Taurus  at  12:29  p.m.  on  Sat.,  Feb.  20. 

Sun  is  in  Aquarius  until  Feb.  18,  when  it  enters  Pisces  at  9:47  p.m. 

Aquarius:  The  sun  will  be  exiting  your  sign  later  this  week,  leaving  you  in  a  bit  of  a  lull,  which  you  may  have  been  feeling  the  beginnings  of  earlier. 
This  is  a  crazy  week;  with  Mars  in  Scorpio,  you  will  feel  like  conquering  the  world  but  with  the  planets  in  no  other  corresponding  sign,  then  you  may 
want  to  keep  it  under  wraps.  This  will  be  a  week  that  you  should  just  try  to  accomplish  little  projects.  And  as  far  as  love  goes  it  doesn't  look  any  bet- 
ter! With  both  Mercury  and  Venus  in  Pisces  (a  water  sign)  you  will  be  running  after  the  wrong  person  and  forcing  yourself  to  believe  that  he  or  she 
wants  you  back.  Just  be  careful  not  to  lavish  love  and  affection  on  someone  who  doesn't  want  it! 

Mercury  in  Pisces:  You  will  see  hear,  feel  and  taste  what  you  want  to.  You  need  to  learn  to  depersonalize  your  reactions  and  insights  in  life  to  suc- 
cessfully be  non-judgmental.  So  your  perception  will  be  warped  by  your  need  to  believe  a  spade  is  a  screwdriver. 

Venus  in  Pisces:  Your  emotional  response  to  emotional  stimuli  is  a  good  deal  deeper  than  you  are  able  to  get  across  to  those  you  love.  Your  judgement 
of  people  won't  be  too  good  this  week,  so  be  careful  not  to  lavish  love  and  affection  one  someone  who  doesn't  reciprocate  the  feeling.  And  remember 
just  because  you  are  a  genuine,  honest  person  doesn't  mean  others  are! 

Mars  in  Scorpio:  This  is  the  strongest  placement  for  Mars  in  the  vitasphpere,  it  can  be  the  best  and  the  worst  things  to  find  in  a  chart.  Magnetism  is 
powerful  and  serves  the  ego,  try  to  draw  people  close  to  you  throw  love  and  not  fear  and  intimidation. 


fithourg  State  College  -  The  Earty  Days 


And  remember  when  your 
financial  institution: 

'%*-  Provided  friendly,  personal  service,  with  a  smile. 
&  Talked  to  you,  and  called  you  by  name. 

►  Cared  about  you  and  your  finances. 

►  Promised  you  satisfaction. 
p>  Treated  you  like  royalty. 

That's  the  way  it  still  is,  here 
at  YOUR  credit  union! 


FITCHBURG 


MUNICIPAL  EMPLOYEES 
FEDERAL  CREDIT  UNION 


¥ 


Bring  in  this  Ad -we'll  deposit  the 


718  Main  Street  •  Fitchburg,  MA  01420 
342-1827 


$10  in  your  new  account! 
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Sports 


Athletes  honor  George 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

This  past  Saturday  was  'George 
Alexander  Day'.  George  was  awarded 
his  name  on  the  banner,  and  given  the 
actual  ball  that  went  through  the  hoop 
and  scored  his  1001st  point.  On 
February  27th  of  1998  in  the  game 
against  Salem  State,  George  scored  his 
1001  point  with  45  seconds  left  on  the 
clock.  In  his  last  game  for  the  Falcons 
he  definitely  pulled  it  off,  and  now  has 
been  immortalized  by  getting  a  spot  on 
the    1000-point   banner.   George  only 


played  for  the  Falcons  for  two  years,  so 
that  kind  of  means  he  could  have  2002 
if  he  had  played  here  for  four  years  ... 
George  enjoyed  having  his  parents 
there  for  the  ceremony,  "That  really 
was  the  best  thing"  he  told  me  with  a 
huge  smile  on  his  face.  George,  Con- 
grats again,  it's  great  to  have  such  an 
athlete  be  a  part  of  our  athlete  commu- 
nity! And  I'll  let  you  know  when  we're 
having  another  half-time  game,  so  you 
can  get  your  revenge! 

RJ. 


Alexander  supporting  the  basketball  Falcons 


Welcome  back!  continued  from  cover 


Psalm,"  published  in  1996,  received  the 
Literary  Award  for  Best  Fiction  from 
the  Black  Caucus  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  She  discussed 
"Leadership  at  the  turn  of  the  century." 

Classic  Lunch  will  offer  a  rare  show- 
ing of  the  one  man  play  "A  Salute  to 
Paul  Robeson"  an  actor  who  was 
adored  on  stage,  but  often  found  trouble 
getting  a  table  in  a  restaurant  due  to  the 
racism  that  he  faced.  This  show  was 
performed  on  Friday,  Feb.  5  at  noon. 
Later  that  day  the  Girls  Choir  of 
Harlem  performed  in  Weston  at  7  p.m. 

Caricatures  were  available  from  12- 
3  in  the  G-lobby  of  Hammond  and  were 
available  to  students  during  the  ACUI 
Regional  Rec.  Tournament  in  the 
Campus  Center  which  ran  all  day. 
Many  students  enjoyed  the  caricatures 
that  were  free,  compliments  of  the 
Programs  Committee,  and  had  them 
done  separately  and  in  pairs. 

"This  is  going  on  the  door  to  our 
room!"  Jen  Buck,  a  nursing  student 
said.  She  and  her  friend  Rakhee 
Chohan  had  posed  for  a  picture  of  the 
two  of  them  to  decorate  their  door. 
While  I  posed  for  one  myself  and  chose 


to  be  drawn  as  a  something  that  many 
people  think  I  really  am!  Just  kidding! 
These  programs,  along  with  many  of 
the  fat  trips,  which  included  an  evening 
of  tubbing  and  hot  chocolate  were  put 
on  by  the  school  and  were  enjoyed  by 
many  students.  However  the  crowds 
sometimes  vary  in  size  and  the  only 
problem  with  that  is  to  ensure  that  this 
happens  again  next  year  you  need  to 
come  and  support  it  this  year,  and  bring 
your  friends! 

Many  upcoming  programs  for  the 
month  of  February  include:  African 
American  History  Month  programs 
such  as,  a  Student  Forum  with  speaker 
Oscar  Harrell,  scheduled  for  Feb.  1 1  at 
1:30  p.m.,  and  Journey  Back"  in  the 
M&M  lounge.  As  well  as  a  showing  of 
"The  Long  Walk  Home"  in  the  Ellis 
White  Lecture  Hall  on  Feb.  26,  at  3p.m. 
Kent  Recital  Hall  will  host  speakers 
Robert  Hall  scheduled  on  2/17  at  3:30 
p.m.,  Boyer  on  2/18  at  7  p.m.,  for 
African  American  History  Month. 

New  England  Writer's  Series  will 
present  Robert  Cormier  and  Jennifer 
Sarja  on  Feb.  23  at  7:30.  They  will 
speak  in  Kent  Recital  Hall. 


Go  FSC  men's  basketball! 


It  hasn't  been  an  easy  season  for  1st 
year  coach  Nick  Pappas,  and  his  assis- 
tants Jack  Scott  and  Shawn  Pike.  The 
basketball  Falcons  now  have  a  record 
of  4-15,  with  six  games  to  go.  The 
game  against  Worcester  was  a  tough 
one,  but  wasn't  meant  to  be  a  win  for 
FSC  and  went  to  Worcester  with  64-80. 

Guys,  I  just  wanted  to  say  good  luck, 
and  try  to  pull  something  out  of  those 
last  few  games,  it's  not  all  in  the  record 
you  know...  it's  how  you  stick  it  out  as 
a  team! 


RJ. 


don't  believe 

everything 

you  feel* 


>sion 

E 

TREAT    DB  PRE  SSlON 
http:  www.save.ora 


Of  course,  it  wouldn't  be  spring 
semester  without  a  chance  to  look 
ridiculous  in  front  of  your  friends  and 
the  faculty  so  "Let's  Make  a  Deal,  'Cuz 
the  Price  is  Right,"  FSC's  favorite  TV 
game  show  ripoff  with  the  longest  title 
is  back  and  ready  to  give  out  such 
prizes  as:  TV/VCR' s,  Radios,  and  many 
others!  So  come  on  and  join  the  fun 
that  FSC  has  waiting  for  you.  The  lead- 
ership college  does  more  than  just  hand 
out  degrees! 


Falcons  are  looking  to  finish 

strong 


'No  more  bets!" 


Ladd,  continued  from  cover 

housing  and  urban  development,  and 
conditions  that  influence  the  status  of 
black  women  in  the  United  States  and 
abroad. 

Ladd's  first  novel,  "Sarah's  Psalm," 
published  in  1996,  received  the 
Literary  Award  for  Best  Fiction  from 
the  Black  Caucus  of  the  American 
Library  Association.  The  novel  tells 
the  story  of  a  young  black  Harvard 
graduate  who  travels  to  her  ancestral 
home  of  Senegal.  The  U.S.  civil  rights 
movement  and  the  beginning  of 
Afrocentrism  are  among  the  issues 
interwoven  with  the  story  of  a  personal 
search.  Ladd  has  also  written  several 
nonfiction  and  research  works.  She  co- 
authored  the  book  "Different  Strokes" 
(Westview  Press  1979). 

A  former  associate  executive  direc- 
tor of  Oxfam  America,  Ladd  has  taught 
at  Simmons  College,  Robert  College, 
the  American  College  of  Girls  in 
Istanbul,  and  Harvard's  Graduate 
School  of  Education  and  Graduate 
School  of  Design.  She  was  associate 
dean  of  MIT's  School  of  Architecture 
and  Planning  and  later  served  as  dean 
of  students  at  Wellesley. 

Ladd  has  earned  a  number  of  hon- 
ors, including  the  Valeria  Knapp  Award 
from  College  Club  of  Boston,  and  an 
honorary  degree  from  Fitchburg  State. 
She  has  lived  in  Turkey  and  traveled 
extensively  in  the  Middle  East,  Europe, 
Africa  and  Asia.  She  currently  lives  in 
Cambridge. 
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SAAC  Update 

The  Student  Athlete  Advisory 
Committee  has  had  another  few  meet- 
ings, and  is  on  its  way  to  get  more 
interest  in  and  by  student  athletes.  The 
decision  has  been  made  to  now  have 
meetings  even  other  week,  so  more 
talking  and  planning-time  can  be  spend 
on  future  programs. 

On  Tuesday  February  2nd.  the 
Athletes  as  Fans"  subcommittee  had 
arranged  another  5-on-5  basketball 
half-time  game.  This  time  we  played 
students  versus  faculty/staff.  I  would 
like  to  thank  everybody  who  helped 
bring  this  together,  the  committee 
members.  Megan  for  folding  and  run- 
ning. Brian  and  Rod  for  their  people 
and  enthusiasm,  the  athletes  who 
weren't  afraid  to  take  them  on.  and  the 
audience  for  being  there. 

The  Leadership  subcommittee  is 
another  step  closer  to  making  a  "code 
of  conduct'  for  student  athletes,  and 
more  suggestions  will  be  pitched  this 
Thursday.  The  'Community  Service" 
subcommittee  will  set  a  date  for  the 
annual  "field-day*,  and  is  trying  to  get 
groups  of  biddy  basketball  etc.  togeth- 
er to  enjoy  some  court  time  during  the 
half-time  one  of  our  home  games. 

Any  other  SAAC  events  will  defi- 
nitely be  mentioned  in  the  future,  and  if 
you  have  any  questions  on  the  'who. 
what,  where,  why  and  how"  please  ask 
a  committee  member  or  see  Jonathan  in 
the  Athletic  Department. 


Indoor  track  does  Wheaton 


by  Rhalda  Jansen 

On  February  6th,  the  FSC  track 
Falcons  took  a  little  trip  to  Wheaton 
College  to  enjoy  that  track  of  theirs. 
The  only  word  which  describes  this 
whole  day  is  "weird".  There  were 
some  misunderstandings  about  when 
the  vans  would  really 
leave.  Elmo  ran  out  of  bat- 
teries, pillows  and  blankets 
were  swapped  back  and 
forth,  but  in  the  end  all  the 
Falcons  reached  their  point 
of  destination. 

The  men  had  a  good 
day.    and    were    awarded 
points   through   the   great 
effort  of  two  individuals: 
Mark    Teator.    and    Jude 
Joujoute.  Mark  made  the 
finals  for  the  55  high  hur- 
dles, and  came  in  4th  w  ith 
8.63.  He  also  placed  4th  in 
the  triple  jump  with  12.07, 
and  came  in  7th  in  the  long 
jump  with  5.93.  Jude  took 
the  #2  spot  in  the  long  jump  with  6.64. 
and  placed  second  in  the  dash  prelim- 
inaries, but  injured  himself  during  the 
finals,  which  resulted  in  him  coming 
in  6th.  Great  job  there  guys! 

Anthony  'my  girl's  here  today" 
Conso  placed  9th  in  the  hurdles  w  ith 


8.73.  and  6th  in  the  high  jump  with 
5"  10".  Mike  'Joanie  I  love  your  blan- 
ket* Seguin  jumped  a  5'4".  and  ran 
awesome  in  the  200m..  but  still  has  to 
work  on  his  vaulting  skills...  Jason 
Bramble  ran  a  6.95  dash,  and  looked 
great  in  the  200m.  Freshman  Kevin 
'my  girl  is  also  here*  Carlo  ran  a  7.16 


Assistant  coach  stacy  barrett  in 


dash,  and  Don  'I  thought  I  had  anoth- 
er half  a  lap  to  go'  Kenneally  ran  a 
5.12  1500m. 

The  Falcons  had  three  men  in  the 
800m.  DeTek  I'm  back!!!'  Delanski 
ran  a  2.08,  Boudu  Bingay  finished  in 
2.16,  and  Donnie  was  just  still  tired 


from  his  1500m.  And  last  .  but  defi- 
nitely not  least.  Eric  Nolan,  who  ran 
his  400m.  in  53.60.  great  job  Eric! 
The  women  had  an  interesting  day. 
Kelly  Gorey  and  Stephanie  Kretas 
threw  a  little  shot,  but  didn't  shine 
until  the  800  and  200m.  Kelly  broke 
three  minutes  w  ith  her  2.58.  and  Steph 
jammed  around  the  track  like 
she  owned  it.  Jackie  'I  can't 
set!"  Savoury,  can  fortunately 
run  an  awesome  55  dash!  She 
ran  a  7.71  and  came  in  4th  in 
the  finals.  The  Dutch  One 
placed  6th  in  the  800m.  w  ith  a 
2.27,  and  is  ready  to  rock  at 
Reggie  next  week.  Christie  E. 
was  without  her  other  half 
today,  and  pulled  off  a  3.23  in 
the  1000m.  And  Joanie  my 
Volleybabe*  Gillen  made  us 
change  the  song  "Roll  Over 
Beethoven"  to  "Roll  Over 
Joanie"! 

action  Great  job  guys,  but  lets  do 

it  even  better  next  week  in 
Boston,  cause  great  tracks  are 
made  for  running,  jumping  and  all  that 
good  stuff...  And  before  I  forget.  I 
would  like  to  officially  welcome  "The 
Barretts"*  as  our  new  assistant  coaches, 
great  to  have   you   on   board  guys! 


RJ. 


Yes,  there  really  is  a  paper! 


by  Steven  W.  Beck 


Wow  it  has  been  a  long  time 
since  last  this  writer  had  to  write  any- 
thing for  our  spirited  school  paper.  That 
doesn't  mean  that  the  rest  of  the  world 
stopped  working.  During  the  winter 
break  and  up  until  this  moment  in  the 
spring  semester  the  FSC  Women's 
Basketball  Team  has  been  working  like 
mad.  This  paper  left  off  with  the  team 
being  1-2  and  the  women  getting  ready 
to  head  to  the  Bahamas. 

Well  fans  now  that  we  are  back 
on  the  farm,  the  paper  has  a  chance  to 
get  caught  up  a  little.  We  find  the 
Women's  record  none  to  illustrious,  as  a 
matter  of  fact  this  sports  writer  is  sick 
of  hearing  comments  by  the  common 
unathletic  sloth  that  insinuate  that  our 
school"  s  sports  are  in  need  of  some  kind 
of  Savior.  This  not  only  holds  true  for 


this  particular  sport  at  this  school,  but 
for  most  of  our  sports.  People  look  at 
the  records  of  our  teams  and  deem  that 
we  are  just  a  Division  3  school  anyway, 
so  what  do  you  expect  it  Fitchburg 
State. 

Time  for  the  stand  to  be  taken 
at  least  on  the  behalf  of  the  Women's 
Basketball  Program  here  at  Fitchburg 
State  College.  This  reporter  has  been  to 
see  quite  a  few  games  although  the 
paper  wasn't  there  for  writing  to  be 
needed.  This  allowed  the  me  to  stop 
being  a  reporter  and  just  be  a  fan.  The 
Women's  Basketball  team  here  at 
Fitchburg  is  exciting  to  watch,  and  our 
ladies  play  the  game  with  heart.  This 
enthusiasm  provides  them  with  the 
energy  and  stamina  it  takes  to  go  out 
night  in  and  out  without  lots  of  praise 
coming  to  them.  They  have  stepped  on 
the  court  already  19  times  to  play,  with 


6  left  to  go  and  each  time  seeking  the 
win.  On  top  of  that  add  practice  and 
yeah  don't  forget  that  these  Women  are 
in  college  and  have  to  being  doing  well 
in  there  classes.. 

Coach  Kim  Wells  and  her  assis- 
tant Sheila  Knower  as  well  have  had 
through  their  first  year  here  at  Fitchburg 
State  had  to  just  keep  at  it  looking  for 
the  wins.  They  too  step  out  onto  that 
same  court. 

If  you  look  up  into  the  fans  you 
see  a  flock  of  followers,  a  small  flock 
but  a  flock  none  the  less.  Students,  par- 
ents o\~  the  athlete's,  and  parents  with 
their  children  routing  for  there  local 
college  basketball  team.  This  flock 
sta\s  until  the  \er>  end  of  every  game 
hoping  that  the  women  can  pull  it  off 
and  if  not  at  least  to  applaud  the  women 
for  an  appreciated  go  at  another  game. 


What  this  reporter  is  trying  to 
say  is  go  see  a  game,  take  a  friend  and 
cheer  for  our  women  that  are  busting 
the  butts,  trying  to  win  a  game  for  the 
Falcon's. 

If  you  are  one  of  the  "excep- 
tionally talented"  athletes,  or  so  you 
think,  that  like  to  criticize  the  outcome 
of  any  game  but  not  take  one  step 
towards  tryouts  please  transfer  to 
another  school.  Because  flock  doesn't 
want  you  here. 

Coach  Wells  asked  me  about  a 
month  ago  too  mention  two  women. 
They  are  suppose  to  get  props  by  \  our 
humble  reporter.  I  forgot  the  names  o\ 
the  awards  but  I  remember  the  names 
of  the  ladies,  so  lets  give  mad  props  to 
Brandee  Bumap  and  Brandy  Leblanc. 
Congratulations  ladies! 
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